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the ruins of a church or chapel1. We then proceeded to a place called Grissipol, or the rough Pool.
At Grissipol we found a good farm house, belonging to the Laird of Col, and possessed by Mr. M'Sweyn. On the beach here there is a singular variety of curious stones. I picked up one very like a small cucumber. By the by, Dr. Johnson told me, that Gay's line in The Beggar s Opera, ' As men should serve a cucumber3,' &c., lias no waggish meaning, with reference to men flinging away cucumbers as too cooling, which some have thought; for it has been a common saying of physicians in England, that a cucumber should be well sliced, and dressed with pepper and vinegar, and then thrown out, as good for nothing. Mr. M'Sweyn's predecessors had been in Sky from a very remote period, upon the estate belonging to M'Leod; probably before M'Lcocl had it. The name is certainly Norwegian, from Suciio, King of Norway. The present Mr. M'Sweyn left Sky upon the late M'Leod's raising his rents. He then got this farm from Col.
He appeared to be near fourscore; but looked as fresh, and was as strong as a man of fifty. His son Hugh looked older; and, as Dr. Johnson observed, had more the manners
1 'Mr. Maclean has no publick edifice for the exercise of his ministry, and can officiate to no greater number than a room can contain; and the room of a hut is. not very large . . . The want of churches is not the only impediment to piety; there is likewise a want of ministers.   A parish often contains more islands than one . . . All the provision made by the present ecclesiastical constitution for the inhabitants of about a hundred square miles is a prayer and sermon in a little room once in three weeks.'   Johnson's Works, ix. 118. ' 'Our Polly is a sad slut, nor heeds what \vc have taught her. I wonder any man alive will ever rear a daughter. For she must have both hoods and gowns, and hoops to swell
her pride, With scarfs and stays, and gloves and lace; and she will have
men beside; And when she's drest with  care and cost, all-tempting, fine
and gay,
As men should serve a cucumber, she flings herself away.'
Air vii. ofarnest.' Johnson's Works, ix. nS.
